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PLANS

STATUS—The Board of Education considered on November 13, 1945
the Master Plan for Schools as developed cooperatively by the staffs of
the City Plan Commission and the Board of Education:

“Emphasis was placed on the fact that this is a long range plan, for
ultimate development when the population has been redistributed ; that
it is highly flexible, and may be reviewed and examined when new build-
ings are constructed or new sites acquirad.

“After considering the report of the Superintendent that the Master
Plan is not out of line with the present policy, but will serve as a guide
in replacing old schools, constructing new buildings, and shifting sites,
your Committee recommends that the Board approve the plan in general.”

FOR A FINER CITY...
PUBLISHED IN 19%51
DETROIT’S 2307TH ANNIVERSARY

The matter was laid on the table for the time being. (Proceedings,
Board of Education, 1945-46, p. 224.)

The matter was taken from the table and given further consideration
on February 26, 1945, and the Board voted “that the Board approve in
general the plans as submitted, subject to possible future changes that
might be deemed advisable by the Board.” (Proceedings, Board of
Education, 1945-46, p. 453.)

The Master Plan for Schools was approved by the Common Council
on July 16, 1946. It has been revised from time to time since that date
to show the more precise location of new schools.
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FuncTions oF THE BoarD oF EpucaTion Anp FACILITIES REQUIRED

The Board of Education provides buildings and general educational
services from kindergarten through the university, and special extended
services for adults.

To carry on its educational program, the Board of Education oper-
ates 192 elementary schools, 18 intermediate schools, 16 high schools,
9 technical, vocational and trade schools, other special schools, Wayne
University and its related colleges, a frequency modulation radio sta-
tion, bookbindery, library of visual aids and storage buildings.

This plan includes all the facilities of the Board of Education except
Wayne University, Since the Wayne University campus containing most
of the colleges is within the Cultural Center area, a general location plan
for university buildings is included in the Cultural Center section of
the Master Plan.

It is the policy of the Board of Education to carry on its general
educational program through six-year elementary schools, three-year
intermediate schools, and three-year high schools. Although the public
school system has a number of eight year elementary schools and four
year high schools, the 6-3-3 organization is the policy of the school
system. This system shown in the composite plan on the opposite page

is based on the 6-3-3 organization.

Facrors GOVERNING THE LOCATION OF SCHOOLS

The Detroit Master Plan is based on utilization of school property
for the basic social and recreational facilities of the neighborhood and
community, therefore the location of schools assumes major importance
in the plan.

For planning purposes the smallest unit of social and recreational
organization in the city is the neighborhood. Within the neighborhood
there should be not only an elementary school and playground to meet
the needs of children, but social and recreational facilities to meet the
needs of adults. The common characteristic of the elementary school,
playground and neighborhood center is that they must be conveniently
located for children and adults travelling to them on foot. Both for
economy, convenience, and for a more effective focus to the social life
of the neighborhood the plan recommends that they be integrated in a
single central location. The school should be designed with an audi-
torium and social rooms for adults. The playground around the school

should be large enough for both active play and a landscaped area with
picnic tables and benches.

The intermediate and high schools should have playfields, gym-
nasiums, pools, auditoriums and work shops which are useful for adult
social and recreational activities. The plan recommends design and
enlargement of these facilities so that they may serve the needs of youth
in school and out, and adults.

Because of the relatively greater cost of intermediate and high
school facilities and equipment, they are not provided in every neighbor-
hood. In general, four neighborhoods provide a student population
satisfactory for efficient operation of an intermediate school. A commu-
nity of six to ten neighborhoods has a student population satisfactory
for operation of a Detrojt high school.

More specific location and site requirements are discussed for each

type of school in the following pages.

ExpranaTion oF THE Map

The map on the opposite page is intended to show the location of
the elementary, intermediate, and high schools in relationship to each
other and to the neighborhoods and communities. Maps on the following
pages are included for identification of individual schools.

The grade level of the school is indicated by the size of the circle
around the site. Small circles are used for elementary schools, medium-
sized circles for intermediates and large circles for high schools.

The ultimate school system is shown in blue. Proposed schools
are light blue and existing schools which are to remain are dark blue.

Black rings indicate existing school uses to be discontinued, not
necessarily discontinuance of buildings or sites. The designation “To be
discontinued” is applied to both obsolete buildings and buildings which
are badly located but relatively new. The Master Plan recommends
either conversion of the building to another use or discontinuance of the
site at the end of the building’s normal period of use.

Conversion of elementary buildings to intermediate school use is
indicated by a black ring to show discontinuance of the elementary use,
and a light blue medium sized circle to show establishment of the inter-
mediate school use. Other conversions are similarly shown except for
special schools not included in this map. Information on buildings to

be converted to special school use is shown on the map of special schools.
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FuncTions oF THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL AND FACILITIES REQUIRED

The intermediate school provides for the educational needs of
students in the seventh, eighth and ninth grades. A policy of regrouping
grades from the traditional eight year elementary and four year high
school to a six year elementary, three year intermediate and three year
high school was adopted by the Board of Education in 1919. Before
the school building program was sharply curtailed in the late twenties,
eighteen intermediate schools had been constructed under this policy.
The Master Plan shows the locations of new intermediate schools which
will be necessary to make the intermediate school universal over the
city.

The intermediate school is intended to offer an exploratory edu-
cational and prevocational experience for early adolescents who are
in a formative period and who are making decisions about their con-
tinuation in school and the type of training which they will want in
the schools. For this purpose the intermediate school is provided with
a greater variety of shop, natural science, household science, and other
special equipment than is possible in the smaller elementary school.
It also has an auditorium, library, gymnasium and swimming pool
scaled to the young adolescent. Since children must travel a greater
distance to the intermediate than to elementary school, a cafeteria
with a capacity adequate for all students is necessary.

The site of the intermediate school for the school program alone
should contain 11 acres. The Board of Education recommends three
acres for building and setting, and eight acres for the physical educa-
tion program.

Under the Master Plan the playfield for community use is integ-
rated with the intermediate school grounds. The total site for school
and community athletic activities in a landscaped setting should con-
tain 30 to 40 acres.

Facrors Governing LocaTiON OF INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS

Under the Detroit Master Plan the intermediate school generally
has four neighborhoods or elementary school districts as a service
area. Four neighborhoods normally have approximately 10,000 to
12,000 families with an intermediate school population of 2,000 to
2,200 students. Of those 1,500 to 1,650 normally attend public inter-
mediate school. Detroit’s public intermediate schools have been
designed and built for standard capacities of 1,200 to 1,500 and 1,800
pupils. Because the special equipment for science, physical education
and shop work is inherently expensive, the Board of Education has
adopted the intermediate school as the most efficient unit for providing
these facilities for students of the seventh, eighth, and ninth grade.

Since many of the students attending intermediate school must
use public transportation, location of intermediate school sites near
streets carrying public transport lines is desirable. Within the frame-
work of the Master Plan this requirement suggests a location near the
intersection of the major thoroughfares which pass between the four
neighborhoods to be served.

ExpranaTION OF THE MaPp

Intermediate schools are numbered on the map according to the
community in which they are located. The first number designates the
community and the second number designates the individual school
within the community.

The ultimate plan for intermediate schools is shown in blue with
existing schools to be retained designated in dark blue circles, and
proposed sites by light blue circles. Existing intermediate schools to

be discontinued are shown in black.

THE PLAN

To be Retained
2-2 Jefferson Selden and Hamilton

31 Durfee Collingwood and Fourteenth
3-3 Tappan American and Webb

4-2 Hutchins Woodrow Wilson and Blaine
4.3 Sherrard Cameron and E. Euclid

5-1 Burroughs  St. Cyril and Marcus

6-2 Barbour Seneca and Canfield

6-3 Foch Fairview and Charlevoix

7-1 Jackson Marlborough and Waveney
92 Cleveland  Conant and Charles

9.3 Nolan Lantz and Russell

10-2 Post Midland and Cloverlawn
15-1 Munger ~ McGraw and Martin

152 Condon W. Grand Blvd. and Buchanan
162 Wilson Lane and Central

16-3 Neinas McMillan and Military

Proposed New Schools and Conversions to Intermediate
Schools.
{Conversion of present buildings will not be made until
such time as they are not needed for present type of use.)
12 Northeastern  Grandy and Warren
(Converted from high)
1-3 Miller Dubois and Jay
(Converted from high)
32 Northwestern Gyand River and W. Grand Blvd.
{Converted from 'high)

7-2 New school Vicinity of Warren and Cadieux

8-1 New school Vicinity of Denby High

82 Goodale Dickerson and Chelsea

{Converted from elementary)
' 83 New school Vicinity of Waltham and
Park Grove.

9.4 New school Vicinity of Mound and Seven Mile
10-1 New school Vicinity of Mumford High School
112 Guest Fenkell and Meyers

{Converted from elementary)
113 New school Vicinity of Greenfield and Curtis
122 New school Vicinity of Stoepel Park
12-3 New school Vicinity of Emerson Elementary
13-3 New school Vicinity of Stoepel Park No. 2
13-5 New school Vicinity of Trinity and Joy
14-1 MacKenzie Wyoming and West Chicago

{Partially converted from high school)

To be Discontinued

(These buildings will not be discontinued until such time
as they are no longer necessary, or are replaced.)

14 Greusel Moran and Medbury

i-5 Garfield Rivard and E. Kirby

32 McMichael Grand River and Wreford
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Funcrions oF THE HicH ScuooL aNp FaciLities REQUIRED

Detroit comprehensive high schools provide educational services
to grades 10, 11 and 12 in three curriculums: college preparatory,
business and general. Inclusion of the ninth grade in some high schools
is considered a temporary measure until intermediate schools can be
built to serve the areas.

Detroit high schools have gymnasiums, auditoriums, libraries,
swimming pools, shops, natural science, art, music, commercial, home
science, cafeterias and other facilities comparable to the intermediate
school adapted to the physical development and more specialized
requirements of late adolescence.

The Board of Education recommends a minimum site of 20 acres
for high schools: 5 acres for buildings and settings; 15 acres for the
physical education program, drivers training school and other school
purposes. Combined with a playfield for community use, a school and
playfield site should contain 30 to 40 acres.

Facrors CoveriNG Locarion or HicH ScHooLs

In the Detroit Master Plan, sites are designated for one com-
prehensive high school for each of sixteen communities. Since the
communities range in size from 20,000 to 30,000 families, there is
normally a population of 4,000 to 6,000 students of public high school
age. Of these 2,400 to 3,600 are potential public high school students.
Detroit high schools are built with a standard capacity ranging from
1,800 to 3,000.

The high school has location requirements similar to the inter-
mediate school. A large proportion of its students are dependent upon
public transportation and convenient accessibility to major thorough-
fares.

Since the high school auditorium and physical education facilities
should have widespread community use, a site near a shopping center

or community civic center is frequently desirable.

EXPLANATION OF THE MaP

High schools “To be Retained” include high schools now in use
or under construction which will remain in use as high schools. They
are marked by dark blue circles.

“Proposed” high schools include all locations considered suitable
for high schools in the future. These general locations are marked by
light blue circles. Sites already owned are shown by black squares
inside the blue circles.

High schools “To be Discontinued” include those to be converted
from high schools to other school use, and high schools for which no
further school use of any kind is anticipated. The latter group consists
both of obsolete buildings and buildings poorly located. If a building
is poorly located but is itself relatively new, the Master Plan recom-
mends discontinuance of the site only at the end of the building’s

normal period of use.

THE PLAN
To be Retained
31 Central Tuxedo and Linwood
4-1 Northern Woodward and Owen
81 Denby Kelly Road and Grayton
9-1 Pershing Ryan and Seven Mile
10-1 Mumford Wyoming and Santa Clara
111 Cooley Hubbell and Chalfonte
12-1 Redford Grand River and McNichols
13-1 Cody Vicinity of Cathedral and Penrod
14-1 Mackenzie Wyoming and West Chicago
15-1 Chadsey Martin and McGraw
16-1 Western Scotten and Page
Proposed
11 New school  Vicinity of Russell, Mack, Dequindre,
Warren
21 New school  Vicinity of Twelfth, Grand River,
Myrile

5-1 Burroughs St. Cyril and Marcus

6-1 New school  Vicinity of Mack, McClellan,
Canfield, Pennsylvania

7-1 New school  Vicinity of Jackson Intermediate

To be converted to intermediate schools

(This conversion will not take place until such time as these
buildings are no longer needed for high school purposes).

1-2 Northeastern Grandy and Warren

1-3 Miller Dubois and Jay

32 Northwestern Grand River and West
Grand Blvd.

To be Discontinued

(The use of these buildings for high school purposes will
not be discontinued until such time as they are no longer
needed for high school purposes).

6-4 Eastern East Grand Blvd. and Mack
6-3 Southeastern Fairview and Charlevoix
16-4 Southwestern West Fort and Waterman
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FuncTions oF SPECIAL ScHOOLS AND FACILITIES REQUIRED

In addition to the general school system operated by the Board of
Education, there are a number of specialized schools which may be
classed generally in two groups:

T echnical and trade schools which offer more specialized tech-
nical or vocational education than is possible with the facilities
of the intermediate and high schools.

Schools for atypical or exceptional child where they may be
given special care, corrective training, and instruction in the
basic skills within their ability.

Detroit’s technical and trade schools offer training in a wide variety
of occupations and trades including: aeronautic and aircraft instruction,
auto mechanics, baking, cooking, brick-laying, costume illustration, floor
decorations, optical lens grinding, pattern making, power machine opera-
tion, radio repair, retailing, tailoring, jewelry and watch repair and
woodwork.

Trade schools are open to boys and girls over the age of 15 who wish
to learn a trade in building, manufacturing or service. No previous
academic training is necessary.

Wilbur Wright ¥ ocational High School is organized for cooperative
training, part time instruction and part time training on the job. It is
open to boys who have completed the ninth grade.

Cass Technical High School has an instruction program in eleven
curriculums: machine shop, mechanical drafting, electrical, automotive,
aeronautical, architectural drafting, science, home economics, printing,
art and music.

Although the Board of Education now operates two commercial
high schools, it is intended to absorb this program in the comprehensive
high schools. Consequently no locations for future commercial high
schools are shown in the plan.

In addition to the 2,000 students attending regular day schools, the
Board of Education has the responsibility of providing for the special
educational needs of 9,000 students who are either physical handicapped,
emotionally maladjusted or mentally retarded to a degree that they are
unable to profit from instruction in regular classes. These students receive
special care and instruction either in special classes in regular school
buildings or in special schools.

The Board of Education operates 10 open air units for convales-

cents, under-nourished children and children with minor heart ailments;
the White School for children with convulsive disorders, and the Oakland
and Leland schools for crippled children, the Day school for the deaf,
eight schools for the mentally retarded and three ungraded schools for
unadjusted children.

FacTors GOVERNING LOCATION OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS

Since the trade and special schools serve relatively large areas,
they are located where public transportation is available. A number of
existing elementary schools on major thoroughfares are scheduled for
conversion to trade schools. The major thoroughfare location which
makes them unsatisfactory for early elementary students is an advantage
to older students traveling a longer distance by bus.

Wilbur Wright and Cass Technical high schools are centrally
located for the whole city and accessible by public transportation. These
present locations are considered satisfactory.

EXPLANATION OF THE MAP

Special schools to be retained are shown in dark blue while pro-
posed schools, including existing buildings to be converted to special
school use, are shown in light blue. Schools to be discontinued are indi-
cated by a black circle and the type of school is distinguished by a letter
within each circle in accordance with the key in the legend.

This map shows those schools which have been especially con-
structed or equipped to meet the particular educational needs of special
students and are devoted wholly in a large part to special programs. The
Board of Education conducts special classes in many elementary, inter-
mediate and high schools, but this map does not attempt to show all
schools offering these special classes.

THE PLAN

To be Retained
1b 2 Apprentice training

(Majeske unit) Trombley and St. Aubin
le 4 George (boys junior

trade Russell and Superior
1h 1 Open air department in

Duffield elementary Clinton and Chene

2b 4 Cass (technical high)  Second and Vernor
2¢ 3 Wilbur Wright

(vocational high) Twelfth and Canfield
33j 3 Day school for deaf Stanton and McGraw
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Proposed

Goldberg (girls

vocational) Twelfth and Ferry Park
Aero (mechanics trade) French Roadand Mt. Olivet
Ungraded department in

A, f Holmes elementary Georgia and Rohns
Day school for deaf and

open air department in

Stephens elementary ~ Seneca and Medbury
Marxhausen (boys) Cadillac and Warren
Rich open air depart-

ment in Carstens

elementary Coplin and Vernor
Jacoby (boys) Maine and Davison
Washington (trade) Dequindre and Meade
White (epileptic) Charles and Bloom

Shurly open air depart-
ment in Harding

elementary Burt and Lyndon
Oakman school for

crippled children Wadsworth and Sorrento
Ellis (ungraded) Rich and Junction

Open air department in :

Clippert elementary Martin and Michigan
Lyster (boys) Braden and Michigan
Logan (giri;) Cicotte and Clayton

(The use of these buildings for elementary school purposes will be
continued until such time as they are no longer needed, wholly or
in part, for elementary school purposes.) )
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Lincoln (boys) . Brady and Beaubien
New school (open air) Vicinity of Eighteenth
and Perry

Winterhalter (boys) Broadstreet and Elmhurst
New school (open air) Vicinity of Linwood and

Philadelphia
Breitmeyer (ungraded) Cameron and Marston
Cooper (crippled) - Georgia and Helen
Richard (boys) Lappin and Reno
Macomb (girls) Evanston and Barrett
King (girls) Grove and Ward
Edison (ungraded) Grand River and Rutland
Mann (boys) Auburn and Elmira
Dixon (girls) Tireman and Auburn
Higgins (boys) Olivet and Woodmere

To be Discontinued

(These schools will not be discontinued until such time as the
need for them no longer exists, or it is possible to replace them.)
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Farrand (girls

vocational) Harper and John R
Open air department in

Russell elementary Russell and Eliot
Capron (boys) Maple and Russell
Leland (school for

crippled children) Madison and Russell
Commerce (commercial) Grand River and Vernor
Pestalozzi (trade) Pine and Fourteenth

Open air department in )
Franklin elementary Brooklyn and Henry

Apprentice training Sixth and Abbott
Ravenswood (boys) Yellowstone and
Collingwood

Oper air department in

Marr elementary Grand River and W.
Grand Boulevard

Open air department in )

Maybee elementary Cardoni and Westminster

Moore (boys ungraded) Alger and Cameron

East Commerce

(commercial) Sylvester and Iroquois

Open air department in

Davison elementary Davison and Joseph
Campau

Southfield (trade) Southfield and Capitol
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FuncTions oF THE BoArD oF EpucaTioN AND FACILITIES REQUIRED

Operation of a large school system requires a variety of administra-

tive and staff services. These include shops, garages, maintenance func-
tions, shrubbery cultivation, special clinics, supervisory offices, book
bindery and central headquarters for audio and visual aids.

At the present time, the Board of Education is utilizing a number
of old school buildings and other makeshift quarters to house these
services. The arrangement is not satisfactory and does not permit effi-
cient operation.

The Master Plan proposes to improve this condition by grouping
those facilities which are closely related.

FacTors GOVERNING THE LocaTiON oF NON-ScHooL FACILITIES

The non-school functions of the Board of Education fall into three
principal service groups: maintenance and equipment service, audio-
visual and library service, and administrative service. ‘

The supplies, maintenance, equipment services require both ware-
houses, shops and garage. Facilities should be centrally located for
trucks using major thoroughfares, but there is little need for a location
accessible by public transit.

Because of lack of space in the Board of Education Building ad-
ministrative offices have been scattered through the downtown area and
the Wayne University campus. For efficient operation these offices should
be grouped—preferably near the city’s central administrative offices in
the civic center.

Other facilities such as the school radio and nursery have relatively
little relationship to these other facilities and can be located with regard
to their own special requirements. The radio and nursery are now satis-

factorily located in the service building and will remain there.

EXPLANATION OF THE MaP

The map of non-school facilities has been designed to show graphi-
cally how various non-school facilities are to be relocated. Permanent
locations in the ultimate plan are shown in blue and locations to be dis-
continued are desighated by black rings.

THE PLAN

To be Retained

1-1 Administrative offices—Board of Education and Ameri-
can Radiator Buildings

2-1 Instructional, janitorial, engineering and building sup-
plies and equipment; shops, garage, warehouse and
salvage—Willis near Cass

Wayne University athletic field—Hobart and Stanley
Service building, Station WDTR, radio and visual edu-
cation, ROTC offices and storage, landscape equipment
and shrub nursery, equipment service and book bind-
ery—Lawton and Atkinson
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To be Discontinued

1-2 Salvage material storage—Bishop site

1-3 Furniture warehouse—Roberts School

2-3 Supervisors of Education—467 W. Hancock

2-4 Special education and psychological clinic—Clay School
2.5 Furniture warehouse—Potter School



